
Florence
The Perfect Itinerary for First-Timers



Ciao!
We’re so excited for your upcoming trip to Florence, Italy!

Florence is the capital of Italy’s Tuscany region, the home of the 
Renaissance, wood-fired steaks, and some of the best gelato in 
all of Italy. It’s no wonder Florence is the favorite city of so many. 
We can’t wait for you to experience everything this beautiful city 
has to offer. Whether you have one day or a long weekend, 
we’ve got the perfect trip planned for you!

If you’re a first-timer to Florence, this guide will help you check 
off the boxes for all of your must-see activities. If you’re 
returning for a second trip, you’ll find great recommendations 
for restaurants, activities, and local favorites that will help you to 
pretend you’re an Italian (even if it’s for just a little while!).

This 25+ page comprehensive travel guide includes everything 
you need to know in order to plan your trip to Florence. You will 
only have to book your accommodations and make reservations. 
Seriously, that’s it! If you prefer to do some planning yourself, 
then you can use this guide as a starting point to create your 
own personalized trip. Either way, with this itinerary you’ll be 
able to arrive in Florence and hit the ground running!

What you’ll find inside:

• A curated itinerary with only the BEST (in our opinion!) places 
to stay, things to do, sights to see, and restaurants to try. 

• Stylish, full-color photos and an easy-to-read layout that you 
can access on your phone or print-out and bring with you.

• Helpful details about the city, cultural insights, and other 
tidbits to maximize your experience and minimize your stress.



"You may have the universe if I may 
have Italy." 
- Giuseppe Verdi
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Things To Know Before You Go
• Electronics – Standard voltage is 220V (U.S. uses 110V). Check your 

electronics to see if they are dual voltage. Don’t forget an adapter so 
your electronics will fit into the outlets.

• Currency – Italy uses the Euro (“€”).
• Reservations – Make reservations for museums, tours, and restaurants

whenever possible. Check if there is A/C when booking your 
accommodations if this is important to you.

• Patience is a virtue – In general, Italians function at a different pace 
than Americans. Whether you’re waiting for your rental car or check in 
a restaurant, being an upset customer usually gets you nowhere. 
Italians are extremely friendly and good natured. The sooner you get 
on the Italian lifestyle, the more fun you’ll have and relaxed you’ll be. 

• Last but not least – Remember to give yourself breaks throughout the 
day so you have time to do as the Italians do. Take time for coffee 
breaks, stroll aimlessly through cobblestone streets with gelato in 
hand, and linger at dinner over one too many glasses of vino. Don’t 
feel like you need to do EVERYTHING. There is so much to see and do 
that it can’t all be done in one trip to Florence. Plus, it’s a good excuse 
to go back for a second visit! 



Etiquette/Safety
• Tipping – It is considerate to leave a few euros or a 10-15% tip 

when eating out. There is no need to leave a tip if a service charge 
was applied to your bill.

• Cover your shoulders – Bring a scarf or sweater to cover your 
shoulders when touring museums and churches.

• Beware of scams – While Italy is a very safe country in general, 
pickpocketing is something to be aware of. Make sure your bags 
have zippers, keep your wallets tucked away, and walk with a 
purpose in crowds. In addition, be cautious of distractions used by 
pickpockets to take your belongings. These include shoving a map 
in your face (or a baby in your arms), a fake dropped wallet, 
bumping into you, creating a mock scene to grab your attention, 
and many others. 

“The creator made 
Italy from designs by 
Michelangelo.”

– Mark Twain



ITALIAN	GREETINGS

• Ciao – Hello	and	Goodbye
• Buongiorno	– Good	morning
• Buona	sera	– Good	evening
• Buona	notte	– Good	night
• Arrivederci	– A	formal	way	to	say	goodbye

ITALIAN	COURTESY

• Grazie	– Thank	you
• Per	favore	– Please
• Sì	– Yes
• No	– No
• Mi	scusi	– Excuse	me
• Prego	– You’re	welcome
• Parla	inglese?	– Do	you	speak	English?
• Mi	dispiace	– I’m	sorry

TRANSPORTATION

• Metropolitana – Subway
• Treno – Train
• Macchina	– Car
• Autobus	– Bus
• Aeroporto	– Airport
• Taxi	– Taxi
• Buon	viaggio – Have	a	nice	trip

EMERGENCY

• Aiuto! – Help!
• Chiamate	la	polizia! – Call	the	police!
• Chiamate	un’ambulanza!	– Call	an	

ambulance!
• Ho	bisogno	di	un	medico	– I	need	a	doctor
• Dov’è	l’ospedale?	– Where	is	the	hospital?

GETTING	AROUND

• Ristorante	– Restaurant
• Albergo	– Hotel
• Banca	– Bank
• Bancomatif	– ATM
• Dov’è	il	bagno?	–Where	is	the	bathroom?
• Quanto	costa?	– How	much	does	it	cost?
• Posso	collegarmi	con	internet? – Can	I	get	

on	the	internet
• Dov’è	la	stazione	(or	street	name	or	tourist	

site)? – Where	is	the	station?

PRACTICAL	KNOWLEDGE

• Numbers:	Uno	(1),	due	(2),	tre	(3),	quattro	
(4),	cinque	(5),	sei	(6),	sette	(7),	otto	(8),	
nove	(9),	dieci	(10)

• Days	of	the	week:	
lunedì (Monday),martedì (Tuesday),mercol
edì (Wednesday), giovedì (Thursday), vener
dì (Friday),	
sabato (Saturday), domenica (Sunday)

ORDERING	FOOD	AND	DRINKS

• Buon	appetito! – Enjoy	your	meal
• Un	cappucccino,	per	favore – Cappuccino,	

please
• Un	gelato per	favore – Gelato,	please
• Ci	porta	il	conto? – Check,	please
• Piatto	del	giorno – Daily	special
• Cosa	mi	consiglia – What	do	you	

recommend	for	me





Riding Trains in Italy
• Stay calm – When you arrive at the train station it can be stressful. The 

language is unfamiliar, signs are hard to read, the platforms can be 
confusing, and the ticketing booths can feel overwhelming. Take a deep 
breath and just take it one step at a time.

• Secure your items – Prior to entering the station, make sure your luggage is 
secure and do your best to look like you know what you are doing to avoid 
unwanted attention.

• City names – Know the Italian name for the city you want to go to (i.e. 
Firenze is Florence, Venezia is Venice, Roma is Rome, etc.)

• Buying your ticket – You can buy tickets ahead of time (often cheaper this 
way) or wait until you get to the station (this can offer more flexibility if you 
are running late or change your travel plans). We find it’s easier to buy your 
tickets from the ticket booth rather than the kiosks, if buying directly at the 
station.

• Validate your ticket – Don’t forget to validate your train ticket to avoid the 
possibility of getting fined on the train. Validation boxes are typically 
located near the platforms.

• Finding the platform – Check the bin number on your ticket (binario = 
platform in Italian), check the departure time, and check the train number 
listed on the ticket against what is listed on the train. Don’t rely on the 
destination stated on the platform as it could be the final destination (i.e. 
The train is scheduled to leave from Rome, stop in Florence, and end in 
Venice. The platform destination states Venice, but there will be a stop in 
Florence on the way).

• Keep an eye on your luggage – Sit somewhere that you can keep your 
luggage within eyesight. Don’t let anyone offer to take your luggage on or 
off a train. They may try to bully you into tipping them or worse, take 
something. 

• Train strikes – Strikes are a real possibility in Italy. If you find your plans are 
forced to change due to a strike, stay positive and embrace the spontaneity 
of travel.

• Renting a car – If you plan to explore Tuscany and the countryside, renting 
a car (or hiring a driver) is key to make the most of your trip. If you rent a 
car be sure to book in advance (especially if you need an automatic). Arrive 
at the rental car location as soon as they open to ensure you get the car 
you reserved.



• See David at the Accademia Museum – Michelangelo’s infamous sculpture of 
David is housed in the Accademia Museum in Florence. Make sure to book 
tickets ahead of time to avoid the long lines to see this masterpiece of 
Renaissance art.

• Admire the art in the Uffizi Gallery – This museum houses some of the 
world’s best art from the Italian Renaissance (i.e. Botticelli’s La Primavera 
and The Birth of Venus, Giotto’s Ognissanti Madonna, and much more).

• Ponte Vecchio – The colorful bridge you see highlighted in many photos of 
Florence. Very lively and lined with expensive jewelry shops. 

• Pitti Palace – The former home of the Medici royal family which is full of 
beautiful art and grand decor.

• Boboli Gardens – Lovely gardens located inside the Pitti Palace. The perfect 
place to rest from a full day of sightseeing.

• Duomo (Cathedral of Florence) – You can admire the architecture of this 
gorgeous cathedral in the center of Florence from the ground, or climb the 
463 steps to an incredible view of the city (need to make reservations to 
climb ahead of time). As an alternate option, climb the Bell Tower next to 
the Duomo (similar view and free).

• San Lorenzo Market – A large market perfect for finding souvenirs and 
leather goods. 

• Fontana del Porcellino – No trip is complete without a quick stop at 
Florence’s famous bronzed boar statue to rub his nose for good luck!

• Palazzo Vecchio – A high tower in Piazza Signoria filled with beautiful 
sculptures and cafés.

• Piazza Santa Croce – The Basilica di Santa Croce Church is located here 
and is where Michelangelo and Galileo are buried. 



Splurge 
($400 and up)

If your budget has no limits or 
you’re on a once in a lifetime vacation.

• Four Seasons
• Grand Hotel Villa Cora
• Hotel Continentale
• Villa San Michelle
• Hotel Lungarno
• Hotel Savoy
• Palazzo Vecchietti
• Portrait Firenze

Boutique 
($150 – 400)

If you’re looking for a unique and 
charming hotel to call home.

• Glance Hotel
• Firenze Number Nine
• Palazzo Guadagni
• Casa Howard
• Palazzo Niccollini al Duomo
• Gallery Hotel Art
• Garibaldi Blu
• Relais Cavalcanti
• Palazzo Galletti
• La Stanze de Santa Croce
• Palazzo Belfiore
• Relais Santa Croce
• Canto Degli Scali
• Antica Torre di via Tornabuoni

Villas Just Outside the City 
($200 – 400)

If you’re looking for comfort and a taste of 
the Tuscan countryside.

• Villa Le Piazzole
• Villa Tolomei
• Torre Di Bellosguardo

Budget-Friendly 
($75 – 200)

Just because you’re on a budget, doesn’t 
mean you can’t love your hotel. 

• Relais Uffizi
• Hotel Rosso 23
• Hotel Home
• Antica Dimora Firenze
• Hotel Monna Lisa
• Villa Landucci
• Hotel Berchielli
• Casa de Virgilio
• L’aranceto Guest House
• Tasso Hostel





7:30AM – Buongiorno! Have a quick Italian breakfast (a cappuccino 
and cornetti) from your hotel or a nearby café as you have a lot to 
experiencethis morning!
8:15AM – Take a morning stroll through Piazza della Signora before the crowds wake up 
and get your pictures of the beautiful statues and Palazzo Vechio’s Tower. Next walk to 
Fontana del Porcellino (bronzed boar statue) and rub his nose for good luck!
9:00AM – Tour the Accademia Museum (Michaelangelo’s infamous sculpture of David). Be 
sure to make reservations in advance online.
10:30AM – Browse through San Lorenzo Market for souvenirs and leather goods.
11:30AM – Pop into nearby Mercato Centrale for an Italian snack or stop for lunch. This is a 
two-story Italian food haven. 
12:30PM – Lunch (see PDF pg. 22 for recommendations)
1:30PM – Walk by the beautiful Duomo (Cathedral of Florence). The pink and green 
building is in the center of the city and magnificent from all angles. Climb 463 stairs for 
an incredible view of Florence (8 Euro – make reservations in advance).
3:00PM – If you haven’t already, treat yourself to gelato (see PDF pg. 24 for 
recommendations)
3:30PM – Meander over the Ponte Vecchio and take a peak at the jewelry shops that line 
the colorful bridge. 
4:00PM – Make your way through the Pitti Palace admiring the grandeur of the former 
Royal Residence and out into the lovely Boboli Gardens. Bring some snacks and relax.
6:00PM – Head back to your hotel to change and then out for a pre-dinner cocktail 
(aperitivo recommendations on PDF pg. 21). 
7:30PM – Dinner (see PDF pg. 22 for recommendations).

Day 1



Day 2
8:00AM – Have breakfast from a café near your hotel (see PDF pg. 
22 for recommendations)
9:00AM – A visit to the Uffizi museum to see Florence’s classic paintings (i.e. La 
Primavera, The Birth of Venus, Ognissanti Madonna, and more). *If art galleries 
with renaissance paintings aren’t your thing, do not feel bad skipping this 
museum!
12:00PM – Lunch at Il Pizzaiuolo for pizza (nearby the School of Leather).
1:30PM – Florence’s School of Leather (Scuola del Cuoio) makes handbags and 
accessories on site that you can take home with you. They offer one-hour tours 
(14 Euro – must book in advance) and you can learn the leather-making process 
and techniques. There is a shop there, so you can bring yourself home a 
beautiful, authentic, and somewhat expensive souvenir. *If this doesn’t interest 
you, see PDF pg. 15 for additional recommendations.
3:00PM – Gelato break!
3:30PM – Make your way to Via de’ Tornabuoni to window shop the famous 
Italian designers stores and Santa Maria Novella Farmaceutica. 
5:00PM – Head back to your hotel for a short rest. 
6:30PM – Walk or bike to Piazzale Michelangelo for amazing views of the city 
(bring a bottle of wine to enjoy with sunset)! 
8:00PM – Dinner at La Giostra (See PDF pg. 22 for additional recommendations).



Day 3
If you have more than two days to spend in Florence, we highly recommend 
taking a day trip or two outside of the city (see PDF pg. 16 for 
recommendations). That said, we’ve provided a few additional 
recommendations below. Feel free to substitute these suggestions with 
something on Day 1 or Day 2 as well.

• Indulge in a cooking class with Giglio Cooking School.
• Take the Palazzo Vecchio Secret Passageways Tour (great for kids). Be sure 

to book ahead of time online.
• Join a vespa tour and spend a few hours outside the city.
• Explore the Medici Chapels.
• Take a short bus trip up to the nearby hill town of Fiesole to see the 

Etruscan and Roman ruins.
• Have a gelato crawl throughout town to determine which Gelateria is the 

best.
• Join a wine and bike tour. Marco from ‘I Bike Tuscany’ will pick you up in 

Florence and help you discover some of the best wineries and scenery in 
the area. 



• Siena – One of the most popular day trips from Florence. The entire town is a 
UNESCO world heritage site. In August, the annual Palio horse races make this 
small town very lively.

• San Gimignano – This lovely village is known as the ‘Medieval Manhattan’ for its 
high towers. Go wine tasting at Podere La Marronaia while visiting. 

• Pisa – One of Italy’s most famous cities due to the iconic leaning tower. 
• Cinque Terre – Although Cinque Terre is best explored over several days, it is 

possible to do on a day trip if you want to get a taste of the colorful seaside 
towns and infamous hiking trails. 

• Rome – Take an hour and a half train ride to Rome to experience the splendor 
of the ancient ruins and charming piazzas. 

• Lucca – An ancient walled city with cobblestoned streets and tree-lined 
walkways. 

• Montepulciano – A charming hilltop Tuscan town known for its red wine.
• Cortona – A picturesque Tuscan hilltop town (famous thanks to the novel 

‘Under the Tuscan Sun’).

Day Trips from Florence



• Piazzale Michelangelo & San Minato Al Monte – Take a short 
hike or bike ride into the hills to Piazzale Michelangelo with 
incredible panoramas of the city. If you keep walking up to 
San Minato Al Monte you’ll find even better views. Pack a 
bottle of prosecco and enjoy sunset.

• La Terrazza, Hotel Continentale – Amazing rooftop bar with 
spectacular views of the city. Perfect for a cocktail before or 
after dinner.

• Top of the Duomo – Climb the 463 steps for spectacular 
views of the city. An alternative option is to climb Giotto’s 
Bell Tower right next to the Duomo (similar view and free!).

• The Pitti Palace and Boboli Gardens – Lovely views of the 
surrounding areas of Florence.



Museum Overview
• Accademia Museum – Michelangelo’s infamous sculpture of David is housed 

in the Accademia Museum in Florence. Make sure to book tickets ahead of 
time to avoid the long lines to see this masterpiece of Renaissance art.

• Uffizi Gallery – This museum houses some of the world’s best art from the 
Italian Renaissance (i.e. Botticelli’s La Primavera and The Birth of 
Venus, Giotto’s Ognissanti Madonna, and much more).

• Pitti Palace – Former home of the Medici Royal Family. Not only can you 
enjoy the incredible art on the walls of the palace, but you also get to 
enjoy the fabulous grandeur of the residence itself. 

• The Bargello – This lesser known museum (and very underrated) is a nice 
option if you want to avoid the crowds. Although you won’t see 
Michelangelo’s David, you will get to enjoy Donatello's bronze statue of 
David.



Where to Shop
• San Lorenzo Market – A large market 

where you will find souvenirs and 
leather goods. Florence is known for 
its leather, but these days, it is often 
imported and you may not get 
authentic Florentine leather when 
buying from the market. Be cautious 
when making an expensive purchase. 
Recommendation: Massimo Leather 
Shop.

• Santa Maria Novella Farmaceutica – A 
beautiful 600+ year old pharmacy that 
sells perfumes, soaps, lotions, etc. 
made from ancient friar recipes.

• Scuola del Cuoio – Florence’s School of 
Leather makes handbags and 
accessories on site. They offer one-
hour tours (must book in advance) 
and you can learn the leather-making 
process. There is a shop there, so you 
can bring yourself home a beautiful, 
authentic, and somewhat expensive 
leather souvenir.

• Designer Shopping – Shop (or window 
shop) for Italian designer goods on Via 
de’ Tornabuoni. (Valentino, Gucci 
(there is also a museum), Prada, 
Cavalli, Ferragamo, and more.

What is VAT?

VAT (value added tax) is 
a 22% tax on most goods 

and services in Italy. If 
you live outside Europe, 
you may be eligible for a 

VAT refund. When 
shopping, ask the retailer 

for a VAT Refund Form 
(they may ask to see your 
passport). You’ll need to 

show your purchases, the 
form, and your receipts at 

customs on your way 
home. 



• Deciding on a Restaurant – When eating in Italy, it is usually best 
to be cautious of restaurants that have a picture menu. It 
doesn’t necessarily mean you’re going to have bad food, but this 
can be an indicator of a low quality, overpriced, bad service 
type of restaurant. In general, the best restaurants aren’t trying 
to hustle you in as the restaurant speaks for itself.

• Reservations – Since Florence is a heavily visited city, it’s best to 
make reservations in advance whenever possible.

• What to Try – A few of our favorite things to try in Florence: 
• Florentine steak 
• Coccoli (fried dough with cheese and prosciutto – YUM!)
• Wild Boar Ragu
• Truffle pasta (mushrooms are grown locally)
• Tuscan wine (Brunello and Vin Santo (a dessert wine) are 

two favorites!)

Eating in Florence



Aperitivo
The Italian Aperitivo is one of the best hours in Italy! Similar to an 
American Happy Hour, enjoy a cocktail and snack prior to dinner. Try 
a new spot each night (preferably on a rooftop). Order yourself an 
Aperol Spritz or Bellini for something special. Usually you will receive 
complimentary snacks.

• La Terrazza Rooftop, 
Continentale Hotel

• Sesto, Excelsior Hotel
• Le Volpi e L’Uva
• Rivalta Café 
• Grand Hotel Minerva
• Antico Caffe Del Moro - Art Bar

• Savoy Hotel (Irene)
• Kitsch
• Create your own Aperitivo

hour at the Boboli Gardens 
(pack a deck of cards and a 
bottle of wine) or at Piazzale
Michelangelo (bring a bottle of 
prosecco and watch sunset)



Breakfast

• La Menagere 
• Caffe Gilli 
• Ditta Artigianale Oltrarno 
• Caffe Notte 
• Pausa Caffe 
• Caffe AIEM 

Lunch

• Un Caffe
• Ino
• Da Nerbone – Always the 

longest line in the Mercado 
Central

• Snack Bar Anna – Italian style 
bagel sandwiches 

• Fattoria Rossi Firenze 
• Semel – Small Panini shop near 

the School of Leather
• Sandwichic – No English menu 

(which is a great sign!)
• Fratellini
• All’ Antico Vinaio – Try the 

Inferno panini if you like things 
spicy!

• Antico Noe
• I Due Fratelli

Dinner

• La Giostra – Must order the 
pear ravioli! (Book way in 
advance)

• La Menagere - Try the gnocchi 
with green apple 

• Osteria Santo Spirito – Try the 
truffle gnocchi

• Enoteca Pitti Gola e Cantina
• Del Fagioli
• Boccanegra
• Trattoria Mario 
• Trattoria ZaZa
• Vini e Vecchi Sapori
• Il Latini
• Acqu Al 2 – They have 

Blueberry steak (Fileno Al 
Mirtilio)!

• Pensavo Peggio
• La Buchetta
• Cacio Vino Trallallà
• Accaddmia Ristorante
• Osteria de Benci
• L’Osteria di Giovanni
• Teatro Del Sale – Dining and 

entertainment (book in 
advance)



Pizza
When in Italy, order your own pizza (no sharing!) and eat it with a 
fork and knife. If you ask nicely, the restaurant will make it in the 
shape of a heart! Unfortunately for pepperoni lovers, this topping 
isn’t a common option. 

• Simbiosi Organic Pizza
• L’Pizzacchiere 
• Gustarium
• Gustapizza Pizzeria 

• Il Pizzaiuolo
• I Camaldoli – Gluten free pizza
• Bottega Conviviale
• Il Gatto e la Volpe



Gelato
The best gelato typically doesn’t have bright colors dyed by 
food coloring and piled high on display. The locally made, family 
owned Gelaterias are typically less showy (often keep the 
gelato in silver containers) and are all about the taste!

• Edoardo Il Gelato Biologico 
• My Sugar 
• Perche no!
• Vivoli 

• Gelateria Dei Neri
• Gelateria Artigianale
• Grom
• Cantina

"I think people in 
Italy live their lives 
better than we do. 
It's an older country, 
and they've learned 
to celebrate dinner 
and lunch, whereas 
we sort of eat as 
quickly as we can to 
get through it." 

- George Clooney



Top 10 Things to Do

1. Admire Michelangelo’s David at the Accademia Museum
2. Taste test the best gelato in Florence
3. Enjoy a Florentine steak or a heart-shaped pizza
4. Experience the Italian Aperitivo hour on a rooftop bar
5. Watch the sunset from Piazzale Michelangelo 
6. Cross the Ponte Vechio and relax in the Boboli Gardens
7. Climb the steps of the Duomo for amazing views of the city
8. Shop for souvenirs in San Lorenzo Market
9. Sip a cappuccino and people watch in a piazza
10. View the Italian Renaissance art at the Uffizi



“Everything about Florence seems to 
be colored with a mild violet, like 
diluted wine.” 
– Henry James



connect with us

Feedback
Please email us at jenny@travelingchic.com to 
submit feedback. Your comments will help us 

improve our guides for future travelers!

Instagram
@traveling_chic

Facebook
@TravelingChic

Pinterest
@ TravellingChic

Website

www.travelingchic.com



Disclaimer
While we do our best to keep information updated and 

correct, Traveling Chic makes no representations or 
warranties regarding the accuracy or reliability of the 

information provided in our travel guides. In short, it’s best to 
always confirm relevant information yourself. Traveling Chic 

will take no responsibility for and expressly disclaims any 
liability or loss that is incurred as a result of information 

provided in this guide. 

Copyright
Copyright © 2018 by Traveling Chic. All rights reserved. This 

guide cannot be reproduced, copied, or shared without 
permission in writing from Traveling Chic. 

Any unauthorized copying will constitute an infringement of 
copyright and is strictly prohibited.


